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OBSERVATOR. 


Propofal to prevent the Sale of Sailors Tickets at am under Rate. Of the Q’s and 
“R's on the Navy Book. Of the Original ufe of thofe Letters. Of the unrea/onablea 
nels and Cruelty of that Practice, Reafows why the Sailors fhould be better Treated 








from BaALULDAy November. the 28th, to Ciletnesdapy December the 2d, 1702. 
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4 i After Obfervator, I have 
Set auc been often thinking on 
: your Difceurfe, the laft 
ime we met, Concerning the poor Sailors pay ; 
hould { pay my Servants at that rate, | ftiould 
t none to Till my Ground’; certainly the 
Eilors are very Honelt Fellows to ferve their 
suntrey under fuch great Difadvantages: But 
. there no way to prevent this Evil Practife ? 
of. None that I know of, unlefs the Par- 
ment will provide a Remedy. 1 have for- 
Lm ly propofed, for prevention of this Evil, 
What all Tickets be Numbred and Indented, 
and pafs in all Payments, as Chequer Bills, ha- 
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Sunk as Money arifes from the Funds appro- 
priated for the ufe ofthe Navy. The Intereft 
payable upon thefe Tickets would not in the 
leat be a Charge to the Nation, for by this 
means there would be no occafion of Borrow- 
ing Claufes in our Money Bills, for notwith- 
ftanding in the late Reign, there were vaft 
Sums of Money taken up on heavy Intereft 
for the Service of the Navy, yee the Sailors 
were frill ill-paid, and forc’d to fell their Tic- 
kets at an wnreafonable Difcount. Now if their 
Tickets were to pafs as ffecie, with a growing 
Intereft, the Siop-felers, and others with whom 
they deal, would take them as Money, and fo 
the Sailors would be fure of their Wages, 

The fame thing might be done in every 
Branch of the Navy, the Warrants of the Vi- 
Gualing and Navy Office for goods boughr, or 

| for Service perform’d in Freights, or other- 
wife, might pafs as Specie with Intereft. This 
would be equivalant to ready Money in the Vi- 
ualing, for thofe Bills having the Sanction of 
Parliament, would pafs currant at Smithfield 
for Oxen, at Finchly and Rumford tor Hogs, and 
among the Brewers, Bakers, and Coopers in 
Town: A Circulation of thefe Bills and War- 
rants wonld fave an Immenfe Sum in the Vi- 
&uatling, where the Managers in the late Reign 
generally gave 20 or 30 per Cent, above the 
Market price, for all Species of Provifion, fo 
that none knew how to deal with that Office ; 
for notwithftanding the Exceflive Rates, they 
bad for their Commodities, that Office always 
paying out of Courfe, their Time of Payment 
was fo long, that generally they loft Money 
by Dealing with the Office. Such as had got 
the Knack of Trading with Publick Offices, 
ey their eee 4 me Trade, for 
thefe, by applying a parcel of Guineas in a pro- 
Per Place, asley have their Warrants pay’d 
the next day after their Signing, when other 





Warrants Signed che fame Day, were not pay’d - 


fa two or threg Years after, becaufe the Ow- 





ving the fame Intereft, and the Tickets eo be 





ners of them were not led into the Myftery Ay 
Prompt Payment. This Grievance is in a great 
manner Redrefled, fince Sir Thomas Litticton 
has been Pay-Mafter of the Navy; for he ha- 
ving brought the Payments of the ViGualling 
to Broad-Strect, all Vi@ualling Warrants are 
faithf@lly Pay’d in Courfe, for which good 
piece of Service he highly deferves the Poft he 
Enjoys, and long may he continue init for the 
good of our Country.For tho” thePayments may © 
be flow in the Pay-Office, according as Money 
Ebbs and Flows in the Exchequer; yet ’tis a 
great Advantage to the Traders, that they 
know their Warrants will be Pay’d as their 
Numbers fhail rife on the Lift, when as before 
the Victuallers obferving no Ccurfe in Pay- 
ment, no Man knew how to bid Money for a 
Vidualling Warrant, becaufe the time of Pay- 
ment was fo uncertain; but now the Buyers and 


Sellers are eas’d in that Refpect. 


Country-m, Truly, Sir, What you Propofed 
was very Reafonable, and I wonder it was not 
comply’d with at that time. I beg you to give 
mea little more Light into the Grievances of 
the Navy, which is the chief Security of our 
Country. Jtis an unpleafaat Plesfure to know 
by what Means and Methods we are Ruined: 
However, ’tis fatisfaQion to Relations to know 
of whatDiftemper their Kindred Dy’d.!f we of 
this Age negle&, or overlook the Cure of the 
Epidemical Dittempers of the Navy ; however 
let us tell our Children, by what Methods our 
Maritime Strength was weakened;they perbaps 
will be more Vertuous and lefs Self-Interefted 
than our felves; and may find out Medicines 
Reftorative to the Health of the Navy. A 
Gentleman ing that Company was much com- 
plaining of the Injuries done the Sailors, by 
putting of O’s and R’s upon their Names in 
the Navy Books. 

Obf. That is another great Grievance in- 
deed. To give you a true Light into this 
Affair, you muft underftand that by the Let- 
ter ois mean’t . As for Example, a 
Sailor being fet a Shere fick, or turned over 
from one Ship to another, or fent a Shore with 
the Long-Boat abont the Ships Bufinefs, or by 
any other means, fo that he is not prefent to 
Anf{wer'to his Name at the Mufter, the Clerk 
of the Check, or fome other Officer,returns a Q 
upon his Name,whereit remains an Obftacleto 
the Payment of his Wages, till fuch time as he 
has refolved this Query, the Sailor perhaps, be- 
fore the Ship on which he was made Querried, 
COM¢s on call has been turned over to2or 2 other 
Ships,& is gone to theEa/t or Weft- Indiessbefore 
he went away, he Soid kis Tickets to fit him 
out for his Voyage; the Peopic he Sold thefe 
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Tickets to, come to the Pay Table, with fall 
power to receive his Pay, where they meet 
with a Q. inftead of Money 5 and this is the 


‘meaning of that oppreflive Letter, which was 


never brought into the Navy Books, till about - 
the Year 90. ; 

Thé Letter R, tho’ it ands Taft in the Al- 
phabet, yet. it is of a much Antienter Date 
than the O ,and may properly be called, an 
Elder Brother of Oppre/fion, as having Tyran- 
nized over the Sailors for fome preceding 
Reigns. The meaning of it is Run, viz. when 
they have been abfent from their Ships as a- 
forefaid, then are they made Run upon the 
Books; bnt this 2 is a confounded Letter, ’tis 
Permament and Immoveable; all the Capftals . 
and Windlaffes on Board a Firft-Rate Man of 
War, cannot move it out of it’s place. And 
thus have I Engiifhed to you the Hierogliphick 
Language of the Admiralty. 

Country m. Mafter Obfervator; 1 hope you're 
mniftaken, as to matter of Faét, for otherwife 
thia is the moft Inhumane, Barbarous, and Un- 
juft Ufage that can be, for | gather from your 
Difcourfe, that the Sailors being made Quersed 
or Run, after their Tickets have been made out, 
thofe Tickets have been denied payment; this 
is Barbarons, and ought not to be fuffered in a 
Chriftian Country. Pray, Sir, recolle& your 
Memory, | hope you’re miftaken., 

Obf. Not in the leaft, tis all matter of Fa. 
If a Sailor have ferv’d'in 6 Ships fucceffively, 
and be made rum in the 7th, allthe Tickets he 
had made out in the former 6 Ships have been 
made forfeit. _Now to demonftrate the In- 
juftice of this Practice, I muft tell you a little | 
of the nature of thofe Tickets. Before we 
had Courtiers employ’d in Naval Affairs, every 
Ship at her return from a Voyage was paid off 
at the Port the arrived. at, as foon as fhe came 
in, | fpeak now of things out of Memory, but 
2s foon as our Courts began to Flourifh, and 
the Courtiers grew fo Numerous that they jo- 
filed one another for Elbow Room, and the 
Moneys appointed for the Civil Lifts was nor 
able to maintain half of em, then they made 
Detachments of them into the Navy as Officers; 
fo that the Navy, which before was managed 
by Perfons well skill’d in Naval: Affairs, was 
afterwards under the Management of Men 
brought in by Intereft, and who knew nothing 
of the BufinefS, but ferv’d there only to fave a 
Penfion at Court, or to gain a Vote in the 
Houfe of Commons; and by this means the 
ready Money of the Navy was turned into 
Tickets, tho’ I muft needs fay ’cill within thefe 
few Reigns, the Sailors Tickets were efteem’d 
as theZKings Bonds, and were paid at Sight ; 
any Trades-man would take them as Specie, 
end the Sailors never wanted the Money they 
had earned : But the making of thefe Tickets 
nueee after this manner, is the moft varea- 
fonable thing in the World. For how does 
the Sailors bad Service in the 7th Ship, affeé 
his good Service in the former fix Ships? If the 
Sailor had been paid as he ought to have been 
in the fix Ships, he could not have loft his Mo- 
ney by his Delinquency in the 7th: Sothatit 
feems he loft his Money becaufe the Govern- 
ment had it not at that time to pay him, which | 


was none of his fault: How a Ticket can be 


Forfeited f am jure no Law does determine, nor 
8 it confiftent with common Juiceand Right | 































that any Officers fhould a& by 2 Difcre;., 
Power; this is a Power which never yer y,... 
lowed the Kings of England, and therefor, 
muft efteem this Ufurpation in the Navy 
cers, for is if-not: punifhment enongh fo; , 
lor to forfeit bis pay on board that Shipy MEA C 
in he became a Delinquent, withour , 
Refped to his. Tickets made ovt in {o,. 
Ships? But the Cafe is much. more, if we -, 
fider that many-of thefe sSailors thus Ry;.. 
by 0s and R’s, are fach as have loft [j,i 
and have been Wounded in the Sery,, 
and have received fmart Money for the fa)! 
that they are fuch as have been Difcharg-q,. 
of Hofpitals, and Hofpital Skips, and have by, 
fent afhoar as incureable; if this Grievance: 
not worthy Redrefs, 1 don’t know what, 
think of it. wy a 

Country-m; 1 proteft, Sir, my Hair ftands.1 
end to hear you relate thefe matters! Was ti 
Parliament ever acquainted with thisGrievang! 

Obf. Yes, Sir, feveral times; Mr. Byrne x 
prefented this Affair to two Parliaments fy. 
ceflively, and was a great deal of Money ont¢ 
Pocket in Profecuting the Complaint, and th 
Minifters,.Church-Wardens, and other Parif. 
Officers, with the principal Inhabitants of ty 









Parifhes by the Water-tide, Petitioned th ¢ 
Houfe on this Account, fetting forth that vat Peo 
numbers of the Sailors Wives and Chi. Fle 
dren were become burthenfome to their Pi. lov 


rifhes, by reafon of their Husbands being ken for 
out of their pay; 1 have been told that fog wi 
of thofe Parifhes have Augmented their Poor 
Books to two or three thoufand pounds pie °F 
Anntim , but all Mr. Bryne, or the other Peri. ft 
tioners could do, did not get the leaft Rel ie © 
for thefe miferable Creatures, at 
Country-m. But, Pray, Sir, who had thef y 
Mens Money? Without doubt the Nation r 
Pay’d it. : é 
Obf. Tcould Anfwer you that Queftion, was . 
it Convenient. We are now in the Infancy of 
a Reign: The Crown of Englend is on the 
Head of a Princefs, from whom we may expet 
the greateft Juftice. Her Sailors at Vigo, have 
given her Majefty an Earneft of their Affection 
and Bravery, which [ make no Qneftion will 
Convince Her Majefty, that they deferve bet 
ter Treatment than what they have met with 
in former Reigns. Idefire no more for the 
good of the poor Sailors of England, than that 
Her Majefty, or His Royal Highnels , were ac- 
quainted with their, Circumftances, and then 
ene seek have no Reafon to Defpair of 
ellei. ~ , | 


Advertifements. 


Treétions for Venice Treacle Pots. Titles for Surgeon 
D Chefts: And Titles for Hungaria Water, are Printed 
and Sold by 7. Hew, in the Ram-Head-Inn-Yard in 
Fanchurch-frreet. : 
Battel without Bloodfhed: Or, Martial Difcipline Bu'- 
foon’d by the City-Train-Bands. ‘Price Six Pence. 
_A Trip to Jamaica: With a Charatter of the People 
eB on ae Re Pence, 
e Town ay'd, in a Letter t intor in the 
Country. Price Sis "pene ora en 
true Picture ef an Ancient Tory, ina Dialogue, bt 
tween Vaffal a Tory, and-Freeman 2 Whig. » Wherein. che 
true Stace of the Controverfiesbetwixt the F.cobires and the 
prefent Government, is fairly decided. 
Suffrazium : Or, the Humours of the Eléétors in che- 
fing Members of Parliament. A Poem. 


All Sold by 7. How, in the Rams-Head-Inw- Yard is 


F ane bich-frreet. 
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London, Printed by F. How, in Fancharch-firect, and Sold by 2. Bragg, in Avemary- Lane, 1707+ 





